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I. The etiology of most common diseases involves not only discrete genetic ancl 
environmental causes, but also interactions between the two. (Hunter, Nature Reviews 
Genetics 2005) 
2. CYPIAI and EPHXI genotypes modified the association between maternal passive 
smoking and infant birth weight, suggesting gene-environment interaction. (this thesis) 
3. Twin studies allow exploration of potential overall GxE effects before specific genes 
have been identified, which may provide clues for subsequent gene-finding studies. 
(this thesis; Thomas, Nature Reviews Genetics 2010) 
4. Bivariate genetic modeling in twins showed that cardiovascular measures obtained 
during rest and stress show substantial heritability that is comparable between 
individuals of African and European descent. (this thesis) 
5. Genetic effects explain the majority of the variation in objective intermediate asthma 
phenotypes. (this thesis) 
6. Individual differences in both urinary excretion rates of norepinephrine and 
epinephrine and the association between them are substantially heritable without ethnic 
and gender effects. (this thesis) 
7. Stay hungry, stay foolish. (Steve Jobs) 
8. Good company on the road is the shortest cut. (Proverbs) 
9. Don't spend time beating on a wall, hoping to transform it into a door. (Coco Chanel) 
I 0. There are two sides to every question. (Proverbs) 
Propositions belonging to the thesis "Influence of Genes, Environment and their Interaction 
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